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A tiuiie was found buried near the Canal after this attack, the Porto with its usual fatuity having informed neutral Powers that owing to England's arbitrary conduct in Egypt it would be compelled to take measures which would involve the closing of the Canal to navigation. But the attack on the Dardanelles, which was now being vigorously pressed, had by this timo made Turkish military action in Sinai a thing of snarls and grimaces. The 10th and 25th Divisions, half the first line troops in Syria, had reached Constantinople by the end of May and part, of the 27th Division followed in their track. By June 6 less than 25,000 Turkish troops, many of them second line formations, remained in Central and Southern Syria and in the Sinai Peninsula. The force left at El Arish and Nakhl may have numbered 7,000 men. Tt was mobile and hardened to desert conditions, but its chances nf effecting anything against the Canal were small. Our air scouts kept a watchful eye on all the desert roads which the enemy might use and had developed remarkable powers of observation during the first six inonths of 1915. Though landing almost anywhere in the sand-dune region was most dangerous, they enjoyed a remarkable immunity from accident. Frequently fired on, they were never brought down, and at times were able to use bombs with effect. The fear inspired by our airmen was such that the
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enemy did his utmost to guard even his small camps from aerial attack by pitching his tents in divergent instead of parallel linos, and hid trenches and riflo-pita with straw mats brushwood.
The failure of the Turkish advance had a calming effect in tfharkieh, the eastern province of the Delta, where the news that tho enemy was within striking distance of tho Canal had caused some uneasiness. Otherwise tho maw* of the population remained unperturbed by or indifferent to the warfare at the gates of KSgypt. On the western side of the Delta the Bodum population gave no trouble, thanks to the correct, and indeed friendly, behaviour of the Grand Senussi, who successfully prevented Turkish or German agents from stirring up trouble among the western Arabs. Jt was only in Cairo and Alexandria that a small section of the population, composed mainly of the ignorant, and the fanatical, fed with lies by Turkish agents and by some light-headed Nationalist students, showed any anti-Government tendencies. A bad example was net by tho kstudents of the Cairo Law School, always a centre of extreme Nationalism, a majority of whom absented themselves from tho school